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4.7.2. Acknowledgment

A positive or negative acknowledgment is used by the communicating devices to indicate either acceptance or rejection of a packet.

An <ack> is issued by the receiving device to the transmitting device for each packet received that meets the constraints established by this clause.

<ack>
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A <nak> is issued by the receiving device to the transmitting device for each packet received that does not meet the constraints established by this clause.  Examples of problems with received packets indicated by a <nak> response include CRC errors, packet structure errors, incorrect bit patterns and missing characters.
Transmission of <nak>s is used to speed up error recovery, even if it is mandatory to process received <nak>s, their transmission are optional. When used, to work effectively in half duplex, <nak>s should not be issued before an Inter-character time-out. Also in a multi-drop environment, transmission of <nak> may interfere with the communication of other devices, for that reason <nak>s should never be issued in base state.
<nak>
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