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4.7
Layer 2—data link

Services of upper layers are transported in one or many packets. Each packet is variable in length but cannot exceed a maximum packet size. The maximum packet size has a default value when the communication channel is opened.  The maximum packet size can be changed through the use of the negotiate service.

For each packet received, a positive or negative acknowledgment is sent by the target. This acknowledgment consists of a single byte transmitted outside of the packet structure. If the requester does not receive an acknowledgment before the Response Time-Out, or a negative acknowledgment is received, the same packet is re-transmitted up to 3 times.  After the 3rd retry attempt, the requester should assume termination has occurred.

4.7.5
Retransmission

The same packet shall be transmitted if a <nak> is received, an invalid character is received, or the acknowledge time-out elapses.  After 3 consecutive retries, automatic termination shall occur. 

If a duplicate packet is received by the target, the target should disregard the duplicate packet and return an <ack>.
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