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Introduction

We have been discussing XML syntax for quite some time but have not yet answered the question "What do we do with it?"  This document is intended to be an answer to that question.  It is hoped that it will be useful to assist participants in having a common understanding of what adopting an XML syntax will mean, both for the standard as a document and for the committee as a working group.

How the document will be published

The bulk of the document will be published in the form that it is today (with the existing pseudo-Pascal syntax).  In the printed document, there will be an addition section on XML syntax after the existing syntax section.  An informative appendix will show at least one method of transforming from one syntax to the other.  Also, the electronic version of the standard will include the XML representation of the standard tables within the standard.

How we will work

Three syntaxes

Document form (Word)

To maintain consistency with the previously published version of the standard, it is useful to maintain similar syntax and similar page layout to facilitate rapid understanding of the new document by those already familiar with the old document.  As an example, table descriptions start with a header that says "Table XX Data Description" and end just before the start of the actual parsable syntax that describes the data.  

This document form is loosely defined to be the syntax and page layout as used in the published 1997 standard and is in Word format with the table descriptions being in a pseudo-Pascal form.

Enhanced document form (pseudo-Pascal)

To bring more of the existing document into a complete parsable form, several things have been added to the syntax (e.g. properties) which are deliberately NOT used within the document.  

These additions are only intended to be used by implementers to facilitate the handling of table data by machine.  This enhanced document form is a plain text file in which the features of the tables are described but not page layout.  It should be possible to create the XML form from this form.

XML

The committee has identified a need to represent table data and table description data in XML form.  While the exact format is not yet determined, it's anticipated that the table descriptions which make up the bulk of the existing standard would all be expressible within XML, including data descriptions and commentary.  

From this form, it should be possible to create either of the other two forms.

Syntax contributions

Contributions that describe the pseudo-Pascal syntax will be handled in the usual way, as described in the Ground Rules document.  That is, we will work from written contributions in Word 6 or 7 form and the Editor will incorporate them into the document if accepted.

Contributions which describe XML syntax will also be handled the same way, (i.e. in Word form) and also optionally in a native XML format if the author or group chooses.  The XML forms, if delivered, will be in addition to and not instead of the Word form to assist the work of the Editor in maintaining an accurate draft document.  If more than one file is delivered as a contribution, it will be delivered as a ZIP file archive and maintained by the Editor.

Table contributions

New table contributions, i.e. additions or modifications to existing standard tables or proposals for new standard tables, will continue to be submitted in document form in order to assist the work of the Editor.  At the option of the author, a contribution may also be delivered in XML format but as with syntax contributions, any XML forms, if delivered, will be in addition to and not instead of the Word form to assist the work of the Editor in maintaining an accurate draft document.  If more than one file is delivered as a contribution, it will be delivered as a ZIP file archive and maintained by the Editor.  

Duties of the Editor regarding XML

The Editor will accept, track, and archive XML contributions, as currently with all contributions.  However, it is not the duty of the Editor to maintain (i.e. edit or merge) any XML files.  

Duties of the Committee regarding XML

Before publication of the standard, it is expected that the group will:

1. decide on an XML syntax for representing table descriptions

2. create and include as an informative annex at least one mapping of the XML syntax to or from one other syntax

3. convert all table descriptions currently in the draft to that XML form

4. test the XML form of tables for conformance with the proposed syntax

5. test the XML form for completeness and correctness as matched with the Word document
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